Changing Lives and Being Changed in Return
New York University Abu Dhabi seemed to harbour Sri Lanka in their
memories as they visited the island for the second time to conduct another
GV build. Partnering with Habitat for Humanity Sri Lanka, 30 students and
6 teachers headed off to Galle in the South of the island, with the hopes of
improving the lives of low-income families. The team was led, once again by
Mr. Philip Panicker.
The group worked hard to renovate and build
new homes for 16 families from the
Godadenikanda Gama village who were in need
of such work to stabilize their lives. Much of the
beneficiaries previously held unsafe and
demeaning living quarters, so this visit by the
college to improve their situation was deeply
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appreciated. Plastering, floor concreting, sifting
sand, building walls and building roofs were some of the activities conducted
during the build. The work was challenging due to
the location of the village being set on a hill which
meant that more time was spent to shift materials
from the road to the hill side.
But the volunteers took everything in stride,
ploughing on despite any seeming obstacles.
Furthermore, the team went a step ahead by
conducting research on ways to improve the
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situations of these poverty ridden homes.
Breaking into 5 separate groups, the team
investigated the state of sanitation, communication, electrical
services, entrepreneurship, agriculture and transportation within the
community. Their findings went into depth, analyzing the current
system and providing new ideas as to how the village could
progress. These points will prove useful to Habitat when selecting
other sites to work on in the country.

Towards the end of the build, 6 new homes
were built and work was fully completed on
several more. A dedication ceremony was held
and the team then handed over the homes to
the beneficiaries. The volunteers had quite a bit
to say about this experience and how it
changed their outlook on life.
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Mohammed Omar, a senior in the Mechanical Engineering
department was amazed by the sense of unity and
hard work in the village, even from the elderly- “I was
surprised at how everyone seemed to help one another
with no strings attached. If one person owned a 3-wheeler,
he would take his kids plus all the neighbour’s kids to
school. I really felt the importance of family and community
while working in this village.” The value of their work really
struck Mohammed once one of his teachers and a
home owner began to cry upon receiving her new home.
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For Ms. Sharon Angelica the administrative manager of
the Engineering Division of NYUAD, the college’s previous
Habitat build in Sri Lanka had got to her ears and sparked
her interest. Thus she signed up for the new one,
simultaneously signing up for an eventful and heart
warming journey. “The build was beyond my
expectations...What really got me emotional was when we
dedicated a house to a pregnant beneficiary. The lady was
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so overwhelmed that she began to cry. She was so
grateful that she would have a safe and decent home for her newborn. No
words can express what I felt at that moment and I wish I could do more for
these people, if I can, I WILL definitely do more”. Safety and security was
on her mind as the village was situated on a hill but it all turned out to be a
rewarding visit.
Shaikha Alfalasi from Dubai was already an avid supporter of Habitat before
she heard about her universities build in Sri Lanka. Having followed the
organizations activities on Instagram and other social networks, she was
keen to be a part of what would become her first build. Gushing poetic, she
had much to say about her time spent with the local families and children-

“This experience exceeded my expectation
and I knew that we had done something more
than just build a house for the home-owners.
We had become part of a dream, a dream to
have a safe & secure home, a dream that had
become a reality and we had helped achieved
it. I felt so proud and so happy that I had
helped someone to achieve their dream. The
Shaikha (in the middle) with the locals
house we were working on had kids and I
knew that I was part of helping these kids to have a safe & secure home.
The families from this village also taught me to be happy with whatever I
have. I saw how these villagers were so happy with so little and I felt a little
ashamed that I took so much for granted in my life. This was such an
eye opening experience for me, it was truly life changing... And that was a
BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCE”.
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