HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
SRI LANKA CELEBRATES
WORLD HABITAT DAY 2014

“The most memorable are the smiles and laughter of the children” – Ms. Cathy
Almeer, Chaperon, American School of Doha, Qatar and Volunteer at Habitat for
Humanity Sri Lanka; on World Habitat Day.
Walking up a steep hill in the village of Palagalakanda, Galle Area, in the South of Sri Lanka, it’s easy to
concentrate on the amount of energy you need and ignore the surroundings but once atop, you just have to
stop and stare - the view is breathtaking! Luscious with thick green vegetation, vast varieties of coconut
trees, the Indian Ocean peeking out in the horizon and surrounding hills dotted with houses here and there is
what greats you up here… an amazing view interwoven with homes… homes, of the people who live in this
village, homes that house families, large or small, and most having children. Walking past these homes, is
one of the memorable things that most, if not all, of the Habitat volunteers who participated in the World
Habitat Day build will remember. These homes, with young children peering out behind the doors and with
older children playing in the surroundings, bring a whole new meaning to the mission of volunteering to
build a house.

On this World Habitat Day – Monday, 6th October, 2014, 21
students and 3 teachers from the American School of Doha,
Qatar along with some Habitat Sri Lanka’s staff, came to this
village, to assist in the construction of one of the homes, for a
very needy family. The house is not big, but it’s meaning to
homeowner Pubudini Deshika, a 29 year old housewife, is
enormous. Currently living in a tiny rented house along with
her husband Ranga and 2 children – 5 year old Pahani & 3
year old Posoni, she says that she has never had peace in her
heart before this day. “Ever since I got married, we have been

on rent. We have had to live according to the land lord’s Home-owners (left to Right): 3 yr old Posoni,
rules & regulations and we could be evicted at any moment. I
Ranga, 5 yr old Pahani and Pubudini.
dreamed of my own house for the last 10 years but we never
had the money or means to build one. It is a big relief for me and my family to finally own a home; I have
security now and internal peace. Thank you to Habitat for Humanity Sri Lanka and to these wonderful
volunteer’s, who have saved us time, energy and cost” she said.

After

a small but colorful ceremony graced with the presence of dignitaries (Ven. Ukwathe Chandima,
Pradeshiya Saaba President; Rev. Uditha J. Fernando, Director Priest Sri Lanka Methodist Church; Mr. T.L.
Keerthi, G.S. Tunhiripana and Mrs. Yvonne Kumari, Economic Development Officer) and attended by the
villagers showing their solidarity, a group photograph was taken, capturing the beginning of a better life for
Pubudini’s family. A neighbor, whose house was also constructed with the help of Habitat Sri Lanka, offered
refreshments to the volunteers before work began.

Forming a line down the side of the hill, to where the house is located, the volunteers hauled sand and
cement blocks. When this was done, they quickly mastered the art of laying bricks under the guidance of the
skilled masons. Elissar Haidar, a 16 year old student originally from Lebanon said, “This is my first time

volunteering with Habitat and I have really enjoyed it. I really wanted to do some social work in this part of
Asia and my family also encouraged me to participate. I heard a lot about Sri Lanka and I yearned to come
and experience it. It has been wonderful, the country is absolutely beautiful, the people are really friendly
and the kids are so energetic.”
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Bottom Left: Elissa Haidar ; Bottom Right: Abdalla (left) and a fellow volunteer

Mr. Timothy Coble, one of the teachers who accompanied the students mixed some mortar fervently before
saying “It feels great to be here. Every day is memorable and I have really appreciated the good spirit of the

students and the kindness of the villagers. We have worked very hard, and I have really enjoyed my time
working on something very basic alongside my students.” “I have also enjoyed the snacks provided by the
villagers,” he added smiling.

While laying bricks, Abdalla Darwish, a 17 year old Qatari paused to rest and commented, “In my country,
I’m lucky to be quite privileged, Al-Hamdulillah, but my parents have always taught me to respect and assist
the less fortunate. I volunteer all the time, but this is the most taxing labor work that I have ever done.
Seeing the accomplishments of my toils is good, but more than that, seeing the reaction of the home-owners
is the most amazing thing in the world. I like to challenge myself, so volunteering at Habitat has been quite
the experience for me. I feel fulfilled and exhilarated; I love Sri Lanka, this country is very beautiful!”
The volunteers will stay for a week in Sri Lanka assisting 11 families; building homes, communities and hope.
Habitat Sri Lanka’s Matale region projects also marked World Habitat Day by hosting Global Village
Volunteers from The American Community School of Abu Dhabi including 24 students and 4 teachers. The
project is a 16 houses building program where home-owners got the help of volunteers to complete their
own house.

The day started with Buddhist prayers at the village temple by the Chief Buddhist priest in the temple
presenting beneficiaries of Haduwela village, GV volunteers, HFHSL Colombo office and Matale office staff.
After the blessings from the Buddhist priest, Mr. Rohitha from Habitat, Matale Office welcomed volunteers
and thanked the Head Officer of Naula and D.S. who gave immense support to implement this project in
Haduwela village. Mrs. Ramyalatha who represented the government on this special occasion stated that she
felt proud and happy to contribute to this project where villagers receive adequate shelter. Also she thanked
and praised Habitat for organizing such an event and wished success in all Habitat’s future endeavors.
Representing Habitat Head Office Mr. Edward Fernando (National Program Manager) stated that the main
priority of HFHSL is to ensure that everybody receives an adequate shelter to live their lives. Finally, a homeowner thanked and praised Habitat and the volunteers and stated that they are very honored to have everybody’s contribution to their house building work.
To commemorate the event, a team photograph
was taken with homeowners and volunteers
holding the World Habitat Day banner. A trek
through paddy fields, water springs and rocks
led the volunteers to one beneficiary house as
the house doesn’t have a road leading to it.
Volunteers and HFHSL staff helped homeowners
to transport bricks and sand bags while a few
volunteers stayed back to help with construction
work. One homeowner reported that this village
also did not have electricity or water supply and
was routinely attacked by elephants in the night.
The villagers commented that the completed
houses will help them to cover from elephants
attacks and will help their children to complete
their studies in a peaceful environment.

“I’ve always wanted to build a house, so I grabbed this opportunity with Habitat for Humanity.

I raised
money for this build through bake sales and I have really enjoyed my time here, especially working with the
locals. My most memorable moments are playing with the kids during the breaks.” – Junee Yang, Student at

the American Community School of Abu Dhabi, and Habitat for Humanity Volunteer.

Volunteers from American Community School of Abu Dhabi,
hauling building material in Matale through paddy fields, on
World Habitat Day 2014

